The genomics parade of defense responses: to infinity and beyond.
Genomic-scale methods, such as cDNA microarrays, cDNA-AFLP analyses and proteomics are revolutionizing the study of plant-pathogen interactions, and are revealing a complex web of signaling cascades involved in plant defense responses. Recent studies have shown that responses to pathogens and environmental stresses are linked, suggesting that genes previously identified as stress-responsive may also play an active role in plant defense. As a result of proteomic analysis, proteins involved in early defense signaling are coming to light.